
Lawrence M. Noble, Esquire 
Oflice of the General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, NW 
6th Floor 
Washington, DC 20463 

December 17, 1996 

Re: MUR 4 558. Clinton/Gore ‘996 Pri- ittee. Inc. 
Joan Pollitt. Tre- 

Dear Mr. Noble: 

We are counsel to the ClintodGore ‘96 Primary Committee, Inc. (the “Committee”) and 
Joan Pollitt, as treasurer, and hereby submit this response to the complaint filed in the above- 
captioned matter. As more hlly demonstrated below, there is no merit to the erroneous diegation 
contained in this complaint, and the Commission should find no reason to believe that there has 
been any violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. $431 et 
seq. (the “Act”) or the Commission’s regulations and close the file in this matter as it pertains to 
the Committee. 

The complaint’s sole allegation with respect to the Committee is that “[tlhe C!inton 
reports faik [sic] to disclose any payments to the Federal Government, as best as can be 
determined, for the use of Air Force One for political purposes.” In fact, as can be readily 
determined from the Committee’s reports of receipts and disbursements -- as well as the reports 
of the ClintodGore ‘96 General Committee and the Democratic National Committee (the 
“DNC”) -- there are multiple payments to White House Airlift Operations totaling $1,101,718.38, 
which represent payments for the costs of campaign use of Air Force One.’ 

‘While the complainant appears to name $he ClintodGore ‘96 General Committee, the 
Commission notified the ClintodGore ‘96 Primary Committee. This response is on behalf of 
both committees. 
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Over $1 million has been paid and reported for the campaign use of Air Force One and 
Two, and therefore this complaint has absolutely no merit to its allegations. 

White House Airlift Operations is the organizational and administrative entity of the White 
House which prepares the invoices for campaign use of government conveyances by the 
President. The Committees have received invoice from White House Airlift Operations for the 
use of Air Force One and Two. Upon receipt of an invoice, the Committees promptly process 
and pay it. Payments are sent to the White House Airlift Operations office and reported as 
expenditures on Schedule B, Line 23 of the appropriate Committee report. 

A total of $728,245.66 in payments made to White House Airlift Operations for the use of 
both Air Force One and Two are disclosed on the reports of the Primary and General 
Committees. A spreadsheet is attached to this response detailing all of the aforesaid payments by 
specific report. 

In addition, $373,472.72 in payments to White House Airlift Operations for the use of Air 
Force One and Two were made by the DNC in November 1996, pursuant to their authority under 
2 U.S.C. $441a(d).2 These payments were duly disclosed by the DNC, and a copy ofthe page of 
their report is also attached hereto. 

Accordingly, a total of $1,101,718.38 has been paid and reported as expenditures to 
White House Airlift Operations for the use of Air Force One and Two. Complainant’s allegation 
that nothing has been reported is simply wrong. In addition, it should be noted that the complaint 
in this matter was filed at the Office of General Counsel on October 3 1,1996, even before 
Election Day. Obviously, White House Airlift Operations is continuing to process invoices for the 
highly compressed general election period and submitted them to the Committees for payment. It 
is expected that additional amounts will appear on the next reports of receipts and disbursements 
to be filed at the Commission. 

Accordingly, for complainant to suggest that the Committees have not paid or disclosed 
amounts for the campaign use of Air Force One is completely meritless on its face and belied by 
the obvious entries on the reports of the Committee, going back to the very first report filed. 
The amount of payments disclosed has been significant and will continue as additional bills are 
received and processed. All payments will be duly disclosed pursuant to the requirements of the 
Act. Accordingly, contrary to complainant’s allegations, no reporting violation has occurred, and, 
for that reason, the Commission should find no reason to believe that any violation of the Act has 
been committed by the Committees. 

2These sums were for general election travel only. 
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Canclusiorl 

As fully set forth above, the ClintodGore ‘96 Primary and General Conamittees have M y  
disclosed substantial payments for the campaign-related use of Air Force One and Two, as 
disbursements to White House Airlift Operations, proving complainant’s allegations to be 
erroneous. The Commission should find no reason to believe that the Committees have violated 
the Act and close this matter as it pertains to them. 

Respecthlly submitted, 

2 u t F  
General Counsel Chief Counsel 

F, 
Q Attachment 
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White irliR Operation Payments from Line 2 edule B 

Report 
2Q95P 

Date Amount Report Total 
06130195 $2,595.10 

$2,595.10 
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White irlift Operation Payments from Line 2 edule €I 
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White irlift Operation Payments from Line 2 edule B 
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White irlift Operation Payments from Line 2 edule I? 
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White irlift Operation Payments from Line 2 edule B 
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White irlift Operation Payments from Line 2 edule 0 
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White irlift Operation Payments from Line 2 edule B 
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White irlifi Operation Payments from Line 2 edule B 



White irlifi Operation Payments from Line 2 edule B 

Primary Total 
General Tota 
GELAC Total 

$651,935.30 
$76,310.36 

$0.00 
I I I 

I Grand Total I $728,245.66 
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SCHEDULE P ITEIMEEB CbbARlNATEB EXPENDITURES GAOC BY 
PQUnGAL PARTY COYMIITEES OR DESIONATEI) AGEKEiS) 

ON BEHALF OF CANDIDATES FOR FEDERAL OFFICE 
(2 U.S.6. $I41 Hd)) 

, 

DNC Services Carp. 1 Democratlc National Committee 
H a  p u r  e~mmittsa bsa ch iwbdbmah cudmbrl w m W o ~ b y  edMpu(y- ' 7  
If MS. Ryly ma aulglldnn commm: 

o m  &No 

1012519 2,700,000. 4 511 2nd Street, N.E. Media 
November 5 Group 

Washington. D.C. 200 

Travel 

Travel 11/25/96 373,472.7 I 
QEOB ROQm 87 .S. President 
Washington, DC 20503 
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